Name: ______________________________Period: _______ Lit/LA Class Contract 7 general and advanced

CLASSROOM RULES
· BE PROMPT: You are tardy if you are not in the classroom by the time the bell rings. 

· BE PREPARED: Bring the proper materials to class every day: a pen/pencil, paper, textbook/novel, 3-ring binder, and any assignments that are due.

· BE PRODUCTIVE: You are expected to work diligently throughout the entire period. Upon entering the room, begin the warm-up exercise and work until class is dismissed.

· BE POLITE: Each and every student is expected to demonstrate respect and politeness toward the teachers and his/her fellow classmates as well as the property and the ideas of others. Inappropriate remarks will be treated using disciplinary action. Insubordination, verbal or otherwise, will not be tolerated. 

· BE PROUD: Take pride in yourself and your work! Always put forth your best effort and demonstrate good moral character.

BEHAVIOR & CONSEQUENCES  (Severe disruptions will immediately be sent to the office.)

1st offense: Verbal or non-verbal warning


2nd offense: Teacher detention and parent contact


3rd offense: Office referral and parent contact
TRAFFORD MIDDLE SCHOOL’S ANTI-BULLYING RULES

· We will not bully others.

· We will try to help students who are bullied.

· We will try to include students who are left out.

· If we know that somebody is being bullied, we will tell an adult at school and an adult at home.

POLICIES & PROCEDURES
1. LATE WORK
Assignments are due on the date set forth. Late assignments will be accepted at a 50% penalty. Penalty is deducted from earned score. If you earn a 70%, your score will be 35% for an assignment that is one day late. After one day, the assignment earns a zero.

2. HALL PASS
You may ask to use the restroom during group work time or independent work time. You will not be able to use the restroom while I am teaching or when students are presenting. After you ask and receive permission, please fill out the pass properly and return promptly.  
3. ABSENCES and MAKE-UP WORK
· Students will be allotted 1 school day to make up any missed work per day(s) absent; the total will not exceed 10 school days. For example, a student that misses 1 school day has 1 day to make up work. If absent 5 consecutive days, the student would have 5 school days and so forth. If a student misses more than 10 consecutive days, the maximum time allowable to make up missed assignments will be 10 school days. 
· When absent, it is your responsibility to check the website, gather handouts, copy notes from a friend, and/or arrange to make up a test or quiz. Handouts or worksheets will be available in the classroom or on my lesson plan page/Google classroom.  
· Students absent the day of test administration will take the test upon their return to school. An alternate test may be administered at the teacher’s discretion.
4. GRADING & WEIGHTING
Grading will follow the school district percentage system and will accrue on a point-based scale. Because this class is a double period earning a single grade, graded assignments will be placed into weighted categories. The general weighting is as follows, and you will see these categories listed in the online grade book through Power School:  Literature=40%; Class Participation and Homework=10%; Grammar=20%; Writing Workshop=20%; Vocabulary=10%. 
5. HOMEWORK/CLASS PARTICIPATION
Each week, you are required to look at my lesson plan page and to write activities, assignments, tests, quizzes, projects, etc. into your planner.  This practice will help you with short-term and long-term goal setting, planning and organization.  You should bring your planner to class each day.  I will check your planner AT LEAST every Monday. You will earn 1 point per day for homework/class preparedness for a total of 45-points/quarter. I will also provide an opportunity to receive emails/text updates via Remind101.  This service is free and optional and will be available to both students and parents.   Students will complete a missed homework log for missed assignments (all except planner checks).  Third missed assignment will require a parent’s signature. Students may be recommended to stay for homework club following the 4th and subsequent assignments per quarter.  
6. CHEATING & PLAGIARISM
If a student is caught cheating or plagiarizing, the following will occur: 

· 1st offense: Teacher will assign a zero grade for the activity, and the student will be given an opportunity to make up the work or do an alternate assignment to benefit from the learning. Parents will be contacted. 

· Succeeding offense(s): Teacher will assign a zero for the activity. Parents will be contacted, and administration will be notified. 

· Please see the detailed explanation on what constitutes cheating on page 3. 
7. INDIVIDUAL vs. GROUP WORK
It should be assumed, unless otherwise specified, that all assignments are to be completed independently. You should not work with a partner/group on homework or projects unless it is clearly designated as such. If an incident arises, it will be considered the same as cheating. Do your own work and thinking! *Again, please refer to page 3. 
8. INTERNET USAGE & EMAIL ACCOUNTS
We will use the Internet for projects, research, and collaboration on a regular basis. All students will be given a Penn-Trafford email account at school for the purpose of electronic collaboration through Google Classroom. We will also use an online vocabulary site (vocabtest) and an online grammar site (noredink) throughout the year. Students will create accounts for each of these sites. I realize that some students do not have Internet access at home; please let me know if this is an issue for you.  Students will be expected to print necessary typed documents and assignments PRIOR to coming to class (during morning homeroom or study hall prior to class);  failing to do so may result in the inability to fully participate in scheduled activities for the day. 
9. HOMEWORK CLUB
Extra assistance will be available Tuesday – Thursday in the library after school until 4:00 p.m. 
10. MY CONTACT INFORMATION
Email me anytime with questions or concerns at lockwoodb@penntrafford.org, or you may reach me by phone at ext. 5213. Conferences can be scheduled during 2nd period or before and after school by request only. 
11. SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
In Language Arts, we will review sentence parts & types and general parts of speech (nouns & articles, verbs, pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, interjections), identify & classify phrases & clauses, write several types of papers using the writing process, and learn new vocabulary. Much of this will be done THROUGH writing. Leveled independent practice will take place through No Red Ink and other resources.  We will complete a variety of multi-genre writing projects, maintain a writing portfolio (digital), and will complete a research project using proper MLA format and research strategies.  

In Literature, we will cover short stories and literary elements, elements of drama and plays, poetry, stories from the oral tradition, and elements of non-fiction writing.  We will complete comparison and analysis of various text structures. In addition, we will complete one or more novel studies. We will have one major project in each grading period in addition to smaller group and individual projects. This will be a rigorous course, and students will be held to high standards.  
12. ADVANCED VS GENERAL CLASSES

Please note this is an advanced LITERATURE class not an advanced Language Arts class.  The scope and sequence will be the same for general and advanced classes with variations to instructional methods, levels of student independence, and depth of study in particular areas.  In literature, story selection will TYPICALLY vary between the classes, aside from the district’s required reading for 7th grade. Additionally, advanced literature students will complete monthly “Genre of the Month” RAFT projects and oral presentations on self-selected materials (novels, websites, periodical literature, etc.) while general literature students will complete quarterly RAFT projects on self-selected novels.  I will provide this information in a separate packet.  There may be other differences as well, but this is a basic guideline for the major differences.  

PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING

All of the following constitute cheating: 
· Cheating on exams and/or assignments.

· Copying answers from another person or submitting another person’s work as one’s own.

· Collaborating on any assignment that is supposed to be done individually.

· Submitting, as one’s own, any assignment done by someone else.

· Using any unauthorized resources during an exam or while completing assignments. Unauthorized resources include, but are not limited to notes, electronic devices, or anything not permitted by the instructor.

· Stealing, or having in one’s possession without permission, any exams, materials, or property belonging to faculty, staff, or another student.

· Receiving the answers to exam questions or other assignments from another person.

· Aiding other students in cheating.

· Doing another student’s assignment, excluding collaborative learning assignments or joint assignments approved by the instructor. Some examples may include, but are not limited to, doing a student’s assignment or writing or re-writing a major portion of a student’s assignment.

· Giving a student answers to exam questions or to other assignments.
Instructor-imposed consequences for the student include the following:

· 1st offense: Teacher will assign a zero grade for the activity, and the student will be given an opportunity to make up the work or do an alternate assignment to benefit from the learning. Parents will be contacted via email. 
· Succeeding offense(s): Teacher will assign a zero for the activity. Parents will be contacted via email or phone, and administration will be notified. 
PLEASE RETURN ONLY THIS PAGE OF THE CONTRACT BY MONDAY, AUGUST 28th  WITH YOUR SIGNATURE AND THAT OF YOUR PARENT OR GUARDIAN.

I understand the rules, consequences, and procedures listed above. I agree to follow these rules and procedures as well as all information set forth in my Student Handbook.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Student Signature






Date

I/We understand the rules, consequences, and procedures listed above. Our child will follow these rules and procedures as well as all information set forth in his/her Student Handbook.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature





Date
The best way to contact me is:

Email:___________________________________________________________  Best time to contact: ______________

Phone:___________________________________________________________ Best time to contact: ______________

Things I want you to know about my child:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Questions I have for you at this time:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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