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PREDICTING: Generate logical predictions based on events unfolding in the text. The key here is to predict by using evidence and clues.
· Based on the title of the text, I think it will be about . . .

· I think that X will happen next because . . .

· I predict that . . .

· The ending of the story will probably be . . .
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CLARIFYING: Ask questions to eliminate confusion and clear up misunderstanding for comprehension purposes.
· I don’t understand why . . . or I am confused about . . .

· I am not sure what X means, but I think it might mean . . .

· Oh, I get it now! (write down what you clarified)
[image: image3.emf]







QUESTIONING: Ask questions about the text to delve into the deeper meanings of character, theme, plot, setting, tone, etc. 
· Who is the protagonist? Who is the antagonist? This is what I think . . .

· What is the main conflict (__ vs. __ and internal/external)? I think it is . . .

· Why did CHARACTER (ask about actions, dialogue, interactions, appearance, motivations) . . .

· What is the main idea of this story? I think it is ___, but I am not sure. 
· I think the theme of the story has something to do with ___, but I am not sure. 

· What are the key plot events (conflict, exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution)? I will mark them, but I want to be sure.  
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CONNECTING: This is when you connect your own personal experience or knowledge to the text. Connections can be made to literature, history, pop culture (film, TV, music), your own life experience, or current events. 

· This character reminds me of . . . from . . . because . . .

· When I read this, it makes me think of . . .

· I remember doing/seeing something like ___ when I . . .
· We learned about __ in __ class so I can make a connection that . . .
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ANALYZING: This strategy involves the close study of how and why an author uses various literary elements.  
· The author creates suspense in this scene by . . .

· This is an example of a metaphor. The author uses it to show us . . . 

·  . . . is an important setting detail because it describes . . . 

· CHARACTER NAME’s appearance tells us that he/she is . . .

· Foreshadowing is used here to hint that . . . 
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EVALUATING: Share your opinions, judgments, and evaluations of the text and/or its parts. Take a stand. Make a judgment. Remember: You need to be able to back it up with reasons and logical argument. “I just don’t like it” = a cop out. 
· I do/do not like CHARACTER because . . . 

· I think that CHARACTER is smart/foolish/brave/etc. because . . .
· The plot of this story is realistic/unrealistic/interesting/etc. because . . . 

· The author does a great/poor job at __. I think this because . . .

· Any other opinion or judgment is valid as long as you give a REASON why!
